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S I did not judge it expedient at preſent to men- 
tion the Reverend Miniſter's Name to whom the 
following Letter was wrote and directed, in Re- 
gard, that what I ſay to him, I may warrantably ſay to 
all his Brethren who join with him; ſo I have likewiſe 
forborn to mention my own Name, tho' I adhere to my 
Subſcription of the ſaid Letter. Alſo, the Man, and his 
Communications are known: Neither is it omitted for 
Fear of Cenſure, but to diſcover, that I am not ſo fond 
to be ſeen in Print, as ſome may be ready to think. But, 
if the ſaid Reverend Miniſter, to whom this Letter was 
ſent and directed, think fit to publiſh the ſubſcribed Copy 
of this Letter, with his (or his Brethrens) Anſwer to the 
ſame, then, for my Part, he is welcome. I am not a- 
ſhamed, nor afraid, to own it; for I endeavoured (thro' 
Grace) to count the Coſt before ever I put Pen to Paper 
on this Head, Neither needs this be thought raſh, in 
= A 2 | Regard 


( 4 ) 


ter was ſent to the faid Reverend Miniſter, of which I 
have received no Anſwer: | 


Follows a Genuine Copy of the LET TER, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


in all Appearance we are departing aſunder one from 
another (a); yea, there ſeems to be little Proſpect, or 
Probability, of our meeting in Judgment, while ſojour- 
ning here; Matters being carried on in ſuch a violent and 
Aiſorderly Manner, by thoſe you join with. And tho' it 
dis to be feared, that any Thing I fay, will have little 
Weight, conſidering how little Regard is paid by thoſe 
ou join with, to that which your Reverend and learned 
athers and Brethren have aid on the Head; their Words 
and Writ being accounted, by your Party, as idle Tales, 
if not worſe: Let as I deſire to be ready always to give a 


Reaſon to every one that asketh me (6), ſol deſire likewiſe, *' 


in my Station, to ſay to Archippus, or to our Reverend 
Miniſters, Take heed to the Miniſtry which you. have re- 
ceived of the Lord, that you fulfil it, Col. iv. 17. So your 
late Servant having acquainted me, that you was deſirous 
I ſhould write my Mind to you anent our preſent Diffe- 
- rence or Situation; I ſhall freely and ingeniouſly give 
you my Mind thereanent. | ES 
As firſt, With reſpe& to the Synod's Sentence, anent 
FE the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-oaths, I look upon 
it as raſh and unguarded; yea, tho' the Matter and De- 
= ſign thereof were good, yet I would think it my Duty 
0 teſtify againſt the violent Manner of carrying on the 
faid Sentence and Act, as a manifeſt Breach of good 
Rules and Order in the Church, Phzl. ii. 3. Let nothing 
be done through Strife or Vain-glory ; but, in Lowlineſs of 
Mind, let each eſteem another better than themſelves. As 
alſo contrary unto the Barrier Acts (c). p wi 


(a) Adds xv. 39. 

0) 1 Peter iii. 15. 9 | 
e) Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Auguſt 30. 1639. Seſſ. 23. AF anent ad- 
Ning with Synods and Prodptertes, before Determination in Novations. 
E The General Aſſembly conſidering, that the intended Reformation 


w- 


E Regard it is now near a Month fince the following Let- 


An ſorry our Contentions are growing ſo ſharp, that 
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Also I think it my Duty, to teſtify againſt their-refuſings 
to allow their ſaid 1 and Act ok duly and im 
ouſly weighed, in the Balance of the Sanctuary, by 
byteries and Kirk-ſeſſions. I fay, I look upon this Refuſal 
as ſmelling Rank of a lordly Dominion over your Bre- 
thren, the Thing being new, and of doubtful Diſpa- 
tation, even among the moſt zealous, learned, and ex- 
perienced Members of the ſaid Synod (d). And if thoſe 

| as you 


« being recovered, may be eſtabliſhed, ordains, That no Novation, 
« which may diſturb the Peace of the Church, and make Diviſion, be 
« ſuddenly proponed and enacted: But ſo as the Motion be firſt com- 
«© municate to the ſeveral Synods, Presbyteries and Kirks, that the 
© Matter may be approved by all at Home, and Commiſſioners may 
come well prepared, unanimouſly to conclude a ſolid Deliberation 
« upon theſe Points in the General Aſſembly.” 

Aſſembly at St. Andrews and Edin. Aug. 6. 1641. Seſſ. 14. A 
anent Novations. | | 

« Since it hath pleaſed God to vouchſafe the Liberty of yearly Ge- 
«© neral Aſſemblies, it is ordained, according to the Acts of the Aſſem- 
« bly at Edinburgh 1639, and at Aberdeen 1640, That no Novation in 
« Doctrine, Worſhip or Government be brought in, or practiſed in this 
« Kirk, unleſs it be firſt propounded, examined and allowed in the Ge- 
« neral Aſſembly ; and that Tranſgreſſors in this Kind, be cenſured by 
« Presbyterics and Synods.“ 
Alſo, contrary unto the Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. III. Set. 4. All 
« Synods and Councils ſince the Apoſtles Times, whether general ar 
t particular, may err, aud many have erred : Therefore they are not to 
* be made the Rule of Faith and Practice, but to be uſed as an Help 
« in both.” 

(d) How perplexing and difficult muſt this then be to the weak of the 
Flock, and contrary unto Rom. xiv. 1, Him that is weak in the Faith, 
receive you ; but not to doubtful Diſputations. I ſay, has not the raſh an 
haſty dn and Puſhing of this Act (as a Term of Chriſtian Com- 

munion) a direct Tendency to rack, or diſtract the Minds of 
of the Lord's People, or involve them in the Guilt of implicite Faith, 
and blind Obedience, or Submiſſion. ' I am not ſpeaking without 
Book on this Head: For I was an Ear-witneſs, where I heard the a- 
bove Act (Materially aud publicity) made a Term of Chriſtian Commu- 
nion, and that even before ever the Synod anſwered the Reaſons of Proteſt 
againſt the ſaid AF. Yea, this was delivered with the firſt publick Notes 

at ever I heard that Reverend and Worthy Miniſter deliver from 
our Pulpit on that Head; declaring, (to this Purpoſe) That if we ſaw 
not the Sinfulneſs of the religious Clauſe in that Oath, or were nat 
ſingly lying open for Lipht, 15 as to fee the ſame to be ſinful, then we 
were unworthy, or unfit for approaching unto the Lord's Table. I make 
no Doubt of his Deſign being good: | Alſo, it is with Grief of Heart 
zhat I am obliged thus to withſtand the ſaid Reverend and experienc' 
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vou join with continue to vindicate their above Refuſal, 
then we have no ſuch approven Cuſtom in the Church of 
Scotland in her pureſt Times, 1 Cor. xi. 16. But if any 
Man ſeem to be contentious, we have no {ſuch Cuſtom, neither 
the Churches of Ged. | 


Secondly, As 1 look upon the faid Ad to be raſh and | 


unguarded, ſo | look upon the late ſeparating and renting 
of the -ſſociare Synod, which was done by thoſe you 
join with, to be much more raſh and unwarrantable. 

I make no doubt of their Deſign, and yours, being good; 
neither am I ſo uncharitable as to think, that you, ar 
your Brethren, would knowingly do Evil that Good might 
come. | 

But we may charitably think, that Uzza had as good 

a De- 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. But if Miniſters (or Matters) be allowed to 
go on at this Rate, then we may have new Terms of Communion 
every Day, and from every Pulpit, without the Advice or Conſent ei- 
ther of Synod, Presbyteries or Kirk-ſefſions. And if this be agreeable, 
(eſpecially with reſpect to Matters of doubtſul Diſputation) either unto 
the Word of God, or our Presbyterian Principles and Conſtitution, 
then 1 have loſt my Skill (and Underſtanding) of both. And whatever 
high Pretences of Zeal ſome are making on this Head, yet I can in- 
ſtruct (that, in ſome Reſpects) they are but ſtraining at Cats, and fwal- 
lowing Camels, with Reſpect to Sins that are (and have been) open and 
manifeſt, which he that runs may read. FER 

VN. B. I have tried private Converſations, yea Seſſional Petitions, 
Repreſentations and Proteſtations, which have been either ſmothered, 
or rejected, or unanſwered, before I took this Step. And, durſt I hold my 
Peace, or could ] get myſelf duly exonered, by ſighing in ſecret, no Man 
ſhould hear my Voice, or ſee my Writ in this Manner. As alſo, I 
think it my Duty to teſtify againſt theſe Reverend Brethren, who are 
now practically ſaying Amen to the above new Term of Communion : 
Yea, how affecting, and afflicting, is it to ſee and hear ſome Miniſters 
ſo imprudent, (or cruel) as to Fed, (or propoſe to feed) Babes with 
ſtrong Mens Meat, by mingling, (or defiling) their Prayers, Preach- 
ings, and Lectures, (or judicial Acts, viz. As Terms of Communion) 
with Matters of doubtful Diſputation, tending alſo to blaſt their Bre. 
threns Reputation, and to gender Strifes, rather than god'y Edifying, 
which is in Faith. Tho), I freely own, I have been informed, and in- 
ſtructed by the Writings, which have been emitted on both Sides of the 
Queſtion, eſpecially thoſe lately emitted by the Reverend Mr. Ralph 
Erskine, and others of his Reverend Brethren ; yet, I think, it is very 
unſuitable to entertain People with ſuch Subjects at ſolemn Occaſions, 
eſpecially ſuch of them, as have no Call to touch, taſte, or handle the 
ſaid Oath, nor Capacity to underſtand the ſame, tho? declared unto 
them; and yet far more unſuitable, and unſeaſonable (preſently) te 
make them Terms of Chriſtian Communion, ; 8 


Deſign as any of you; yea, tis probable he thought 
Se 8 no * or better, Way of holding up the | 
Ark, when the Oxen ſhook it, than the Way he took; 
yet its evident that his Deed was raſh and diſorderly, 
1 Chron. Xiii. 9, 10. Which ſhould teach Miniſters and 
others to beware of putting to their Hand to the Ark, 
or Work of God, in a raſh and diſorderly Manner, with- 
out Divine or Scripture Warrant ; even at a Time when 
thoſe who bear the Ark may be ſtumbling. 

And this is it which chiefly offends and ſtumbles me, 
and many others, with your Party, viz. your not con- 
tending and ſtriving after the due Order (e), *. 

Yea, tho' we had a Firlot of good Deſigns, yet a Bowe 
of them will not fill a Lippy, ſo as to juſtify or extenuate 
the Guilt of bad Actions, or raſh and diſorderly Steps. 
It ought to be duly noticed, that it is only a I 
Walk or Tract, and not a diſorderly Deed or Act, that wi 
warrant even a withdrawing from any Brother, 2 Theſſ. 
iii. 6. And yet far leſs does it warrant the breaking, or 
N; aſunder, of an orderly and right conſtituted 
Synod. | 

"If Matters go on at this Rate, Diviſions and Separati- 
ons may be endleſs in a Church, where no Diviſions 
n_ to be. 

Be it indeed, that the Synod had flipt or erred; Was 
there no other Way of recovering, but by breaking and 
renting them aſunder? Is it the Way to recover a Man 
from a Fall, to break his Back, or to tear one of his Legs 
from another? Were all other Doors and Means of Heal- 
ing, or Conviction, ſhut or blockt up ? 

Yet how melancholy is it to ſee ſome, who have been 
chiefly inſtrumental in renting the Synod, as above; I ſay, 
how melancholy is it, that they ſeem to glory therein, 


as 


(e) 1 Chron. xv. 13. 


Object. Could there be any Thing more diſorderly, than that Vote 
which was the Occafion of rending the Synod ? 


Anſw. As Matters then ſtood in the Synod, there could be nothing 
more ſuitable for getting the Oath deliberately and judiciouſly con- 
demned, if ſinful ; or juſtified, if lawful ; nothing more expedicnt, or 
more tending towards healing: I ſay, there could nothing (in my View) 
been more fitly, or ſeaſonably propoſed for the above Ends, or for 
preventing forward or Self-willed Miniſters from lording it over the 
Conſcience iof their Brethren, or People who differed from them, 


* 
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== as ome wonderful Appearance, or Work of God, for his 
| Church. Yea, they ſeem to behave as if their Acts or 
If Decrees were perfect or infallible: (f) ; and think it ſtrange 
| that we run not with them to the fame Extremes; ſpeak- 
| 


ing evil of us, yea, and accuſing us as Apoſtates, or guilty 
of Apoſtaſy, as Rejecters and Diſpiſers of the Command 
and Authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; merely becauſe 
| we walk not willingly, or implicitely, after their Com- 
mandments and Traditions; or have not Freedom, preſently 
or practically, to ſubmit unto, or approve of, their neu 
' Conſtitution and Acts. | 
I never thought, that your Brethren; or you, would 
hive made ſo little Bonds of keeping the Unity of the 

Spirit in the Bond of Peace. If you be to ftrive, why 

not; yet ſtrive lawfully. and fairly, Let us ſee for this, 

2 Tim. il. 5. And if a Man alſo ſtrive for the Maſteries, yet 

is he not crowned except he ſtrive lawfully. Let us ſee alſo 
| the 14th, and 23d Verſes. Of theſe Things put them in 
Remembrance, charging them before the Lord, that they 
 frive not about Words to no Profit, but to the ſubverting 
| of the Hearers.— Bat fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions avoid, 
| knowing that they do gender Strifes. 
Is look upon it as a noble and commendable Strife, to 
{ Arrive againſt Sin, to contend earneſtly for the Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, | to be valiant for the Truth 
upon the Earth,] Jade iii. Heb. xii. 3, 4. yea, tis a Strife 
and Contention in Which we ought to reſolve, through 
Grace, both to live and die, Acts xxiv. 16. 

Thirdly, Having read and confidered your new Con- 
ſtitution and Acts, I'm ſorry I have Ground to fay, That 
your Brethren, with whom you join, and whoſe Deeds 

and Acts you either tacitely- or verbally approve, have 

laid many and grievous Things to their Brethrens Charge, 
which they cannot prove. 
| As for Inſtance, Page 10. of the Introduction, Line 4.— 
{ they infinuate or aſſert, That Mr. Erskine's Party do con- 
{ firuc or explain our Covenants as binding, or obliging, to 
{ Unity, without Truth, or in Oppoſition to the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus. Page 11. of the Act, Line 3.----- They fay, 


That their Brethren were not asking Underſtanding 


« to diſcern Judgment, and that there was no Judgment 
in their Goings; but that the Lord m_ to 
| | «© leave 


Or, as the Laws of the Meges and Perſiens, unalterable. 
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s leave them unto Counſels of their own.“ And, Line 
3m. — they fay, © They were. awfully left” of God to 
« behave in open Contradiction to the Name and Nature 
« of a Court of Chriſt. SOS 

Page 20. near the Cloſe, They accuſe their ſaid Brethren 
of aſſuming to themſelves an arbitrary Power, and em- 
ploying it againſt Chriſt, and for burying his Truth, Cauſe 
and Intereſt. | 
Vea, Page 21. Line 3z.— They accuſe them, not only 
as Subverters, but obſtinate Subverters, of that Order which 
Chriſt hath commanded in his Houle. F 1 

Yea, which is yet more ſurprizing, Page 5. Line 27. 
they accuſe them as guilty, not only- of dropping, bur 
even of abjuring, or allowing the Abjuration of, the whole J 
of the Teſtimony. 

Take the above as a Swatch of that which your Bre- 
thren and you have inadvertently, yea uncharitably and 
unjuſtly, laid to your Brethrens Charge (g). 
| ow inexcuſable and inconſiſtent are they.in judging 

their Brethren ! a 

Do they not evidently and directly thereby condemn 
themſelves, while they do the ſame or like Things which 
they condemn their Brethren for ? Rom. ii. 1. As for In- 
ſtance, Page 5. Line 4.—of the Introduction, your Party 
does grant and aſſert, that they were averſe from the very 
Thoughts of having the Reaſons of Proteſt entered upon 
at Stirling; for this Cauſe among others, that if once the 
Reaſons and Anſwers ſhould be formally entered upon at 
the Synod, then there was ſtill the leſs Proſpect of Healing; 
conſequently, they themſelves being Judges, do, by the 
above Grant and Aſſertion, judge and condemn them- 
ſelves for not going into ſome Healing Overture, rather 
than rend aſunder and break the Synod, merely becauſe 
the ſaid Reaſons and Anſwers were not firſt, or formally, 
entered upon at Edinburgh. | 

Yea, Page 5. of the Act, Line 8.-— they accuſe their 
Brethren of voting, in theſe two Votes, anent referring, by 
Way of Overture, the Conſideration of the faid Act to 
Presbyteries and Kirk-ſeſſions, becauſe they alledged _—_ 

f 


* 


were Parties in the ſaid Votes: And yet, Page 5. Line 3 

| B | | 0 
oF 3 unlike is this to the Character of a Citizen of Zion, de. 
ſcribed, Pfal. xv. 3. He that bactbiteth not with his Tongue, nor doth Evil 
to bis Neighbour, nur taketh up a Reproach againſt bis Neighbour, 


* _— Fes Re, 
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pf the Tatroduttion, 
That the above Vote or Votes was a Point entirely diſtinct 
om what had been before converſed about. Vea tho' 
Wat were true, which is evidently a Miſtake, that they were 


( wo ) 


your Party does aſſert and affirm 


Parties in the ſaid two Votes; yet how comes it to paſs, 


chat your Party does, in the moſt violent and diſorderly 
Manner, ſuſtain themſelves, not only Judges, but ſole 
ages and Condemners of the ſaid two Votes (4); tho' 
Wthey were directly and immediately Parties by their Pro- 
teſtations againſt them; yea, this they do without regularly 


giving in their Reaſons of Proteſt, or waiting the Synod's 


FAnſwer, in Defence of the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of 


the ſaid two Votes. 
Yea, which is yet more inconſiſtent, your Party do's 


$ ſuſtain themſelves /ole Judges, and Approvers of their 
own Anſwers; yea, ſole Judges and Condemners of their 
© Brethrens Reaſons of Proteſt, as if they were all ſpoken. 
at Random. Arc they not inexcuſable, inconſiſtent, and 
unreaſonable, in the above, or like Reſpects? I fay, Are 
not the above Steps, not only diſorderly, but fertile of Diſ- 


order, as certain, alſo, of your own Party, have ſaid on 


another Head (i). 


Yea, I doubt much, if ever the Parallel, of ſuch a 


groundleſs and raſh Separation was ever heard of, accom- 


panied with ſuch a raſh judging, and ſetting at nought, 


of thoſe who differ from them, Rom. xiv. 10. But why 
| doſt thou judge thy Brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 


thy Brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment- 


| ſeat of Chriſt. 


'Tis to be feared, yea I had almoſt ſaid, Ir ſeems gla- 
ringly evident, that there's more Humour, and Party ot 
precipitant Zeal, in the above new Conſtitution and Acts, 


(ſomething like that in Luke ix. 49, 50, 54, 55.) (, than 
true 


(b) Viz. By ſeparating and rending the Synod, as above. 
(i) This is the diſorderly Way that your Party comes HAR MONT“ 
OUSLY to conclude Matters, p. 11. of the Introduction to the AF. 

Y Luke ix. 49. And John anſwered and ſaid, Maſter, we ſaw one 
cafting aut Devils in thy Name; and we forbade him, becauſe he followeth not 
with us. | 

Ver. 50. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Forbid him net: For he that is not 

againſt us, is for us. 
Ver, 54. And when his Diſciples, James and John, ſaw this, they fa, 
Lord, 


1 To 
true Zeal or Matter of Conſcience. And whatever Rey& 
rence or Reſpect I owe to you, and your worthy and 
learned Brethren, whom I love and defire to honour; 
yet I owe no Reverence nor Reſpect to Sin, whereſo- 
ever, or in whomſoever I ſee it. 

Upon the Whole, it ſeems evident, that the Anger of 
the Lord hath divided us; we have much Need to ſeek of 
the Lord, that he would ſhew us wherefore he contendeth 
with us. Certainly there is a Cauſe; doubtleſs, Iſrael hath 
ſinned, and committed a Treſpaſs in the accurſed Thing ; 
which ought to cauſe great Searchings of Heart among us. 
Our Zeal, as well as our Faith, ought not to ſtand in the 

' Wiſdom of Hen, but in the Power, and on the Word of GOD 
O. Alſo we may fee from 1 Cor. xiii. 4. that Charity 
vaunteth not itſelf, or js not raſh, as in the Margin. 


* 


This with my Love and due Reſpects to you; is from 
your aſſured Friend ********, whether you think it or not f. 


+ Gal. iv. 16, 17. Am I therefore become your Enemy be- 
cauſe I tell you the TRUTH. They ZEALOUSLY affett you, 
but not WELL. | 


Perth, Sept. x. 
1747. 


P. S. I hope the above Reaſons, wiz. 1 Pet. iii. 15. 
that had Weight h me to write my Mind to you, will 
have the ſame with you in favouring me with your 
Anſwer. 7 


[Thus far is the above Letter, excepting the Notes.] 


Lord, wilt thou that we command Fire to come down from Heaven and conſume, 
them, as Elias did? " 
Ver. 55. But he turned and rebuked them ; and ſaid, Ye know mt what 
Manner of Spirit ye are of. | 
(1) 1 Cyr, ü. 5. 
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I ſhall further propoſe and anſwer ſome Objections 


- 
e 


C19) 


8 8 ai d 88. 88 EA S8. 8. Fe ded 88.88 


APPENDIX. 


which are ordiggrily made on this Subject. 


Object. We wonder you are not wearied, or altogether 
diſcouraged, from ſpeaking or meddling further with the 
Church; more eſpecially with the publick Contentions, or 


E Diviſions, that are taking Place therein, conſidering how 
much Oppoſition and Contradiction you have met, or 
may expect to meet, with therein, both from Saints and 
Sinners, yea from Miniſters. 


- Anſw. None but the Searcher of Hearts, and my own 


Heart, which knoweth its own Bitterneſs, knoweth the 


Weight that is on my Spirit, while writing the above, 


and thinking on our broken and divided Situation. 


And were I not pitied of the Lord, and clear from his 


Word, that it is my Duty to ſpeak and write as above; 


I fay, were I not pitied of the Lord, and clear as above, 
my Spirit, which he hath made, would fail before him. 
Alſo, I deſire Grace to indure Hardneſs, as a good Sol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Grace, not to think it 
ſtrange concerning this fiery Trial, wherewith the Lord 
is trying his Servants and People, and me in particular, 
I Pet. iv. 12. O for Grace to count it all Joy when we 


Fall into divers Temptations, Jam. i. 2. X 


I fay, I defire Grace to keep me from fainting in the 
Day of Adverſity, by being ſtrong, or ſtrengthened with 


the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and however I may be 


deſpiſed by ſome, as in 1 Chron. xv. 29. Michal, the Daugh- 


ter of Saul, looked out at a Window, and ſaw King David 


dancing and playing; and ſhe deſpiſed him in her Heart; 
or raſhly judged by others, as in 1 Sam. xvii. 28. And 
Eliab was very angry with David, and ſaid, Why cameſt 
thou down hither ? and with whom haſt thou left thoſe few 
6 ; ; ö Sheep 
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Sheep in the Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and the Naughs 
tineſs of thine Heart, for thou are come down that thow 
mighteſt ſee the Battle. I ſay, however I may be deſpiſed, 
or raſhly judged, either by Diſciples or Minifters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet my Witneſs and Record is above, that, through 
Grace, I have done what I could, in my Station, for the 
Peace and Welfare of Jeruſalem, which 1 defire to pre- 
fer to my chiefeſt Joy, come what will. | 

All I (hall fay at preſent anent their raſh judging, ſhall 
be, what Chriſt ſaid to the Diſciples, when judging raſhly 
and harſhly of the Woman who anointed his Feet, Jahn 
xii. 7. Mat. XXVi. 10. Let ker alone, Why trouble ye the 
Woman? I ſay, Let alone, and beware of judging ano- 
ther Man's Servant; but remember, that to my own Ma- 
ſter I ſtand or fall; and he is ſuch a Maſter, whoſe Favour 
I would not forfeit for the Favour or Pleaſure of none, 
whether godly or graceleſs, great or ſmall. Oh that our 
Hearts were ſaying unto the Lord, Truly I am thy Ser- 
vant, I am thy Servant. Methinks our Hearts ſhould : 
fay to Chriſt, as Abigail ſaid to David, 1 Sam. xxv. Ar. 
Let me be a Servant, to waſh the Feet of the Servants of 
my Tord. Oh that Folk knew Chriſt! I fay, If they 
knew this Gift of God, and who it is that is in their Of- 
fer, they would certainly love and imbrace him, notwith- 
ſtanding of all the Faults and Failings that are to be found 
among his Servants, and Diſciples; for which Faults and 
Failings we may bluſh and be aſhamed, both before Chriſt 
and the World: And ſo much the more may we bluſh, 
when the ſame is told in Gazh, and publiſhed in the Streets 
of Askelon, making the Daughters of the uncircumciſed 
to rejoice and triumph. 

I remember that when Chriſt asked his Diſciples, What 
it was they were diſputing about by the Way? It is ſaid, 
They held their Peace; as being aſhamed to tell him; and 
no wonder, for by the Way they had contended who 
ſhould be greateſt, Mark ix. 33, 34. I wiſh there be not 
too much of this Spiritin our preſent Contendings, 

Object. It is reported, That the Seceders in Perth and 
Edinburgh, are reſolved to ſet their Miniſters to the Door, 
and not to receive them further into their Houſe, which 
they have built for publick Worſhip. | 

Anſw. Whatever may be ſaid this Way, or whatever 
juſt Ground they have ſo to do, yet I am certain 
hitherto they have done no ſuch Thing. 12 
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But, if our Miniſters, whom we love, and defire to 
Honour, do bring in any new Doctrine or Diſcipline, any 
mew -or -unprecedented Conftitution or Acts, or new 


Terms of Communion, without ſhowing us either Precept 


or Example from the Word of God, or our Presbyterian 
Principles or Conſtitution, for the ſame; then we are 
expreſly commanded not to receive them into our Houſe, 
or bid them God ſpeed, left we partake with them in their 
Ein, 2 John x. 11. And, as we account and adhere to it 
as Our Duty, to encourage and ſtrengthen our Miniſters 
Hands, in the faithful and diligent Exerciſe of their Mi- 
miſterial Office; ſo we like wife account it our Duty to 
Withſtand them to the Face, Gal. ii. 11. in the ſinful or 
diſorderly Exerciſe of their faid Office. Shall we, for 
Peace ſake, call that which is evil good, or that which 
& wrong right? Wo to them that do ſo, 1/a. v. 20. 

We have been guilty of overvaluing our Miniſters, and 
have eſteemed them more highly for their Gifts, than for 
their Maſter's ſake, or for their Works ſake; for which 
Cauſe the Lord is now rebuking us, becauſe we gave not 
tum the Glory due unto his Name. Alfo the above un- 
due Eſtimation of them, has been a Mean, it may be fear- 


ed, of puffing them up with Pride or Self-will, of which 


we now ſee the bitter Fruits, by their uſurping, Prelatick- 
like, a Negative over the Majority of their Seſſions. Are 
we not in this Reſpect, building again what they profeſs 
to deſtroy, viz. abſolute or arbitrary Church Power, or 


a Jordly or magiſterial Dominion over us or over our 


I marvel to ſee Miniſters or People ſo ſoon ſhaken in 
Mind, either by Words, or new-faſhioned Conſtitutions, 
or Acts, or Epiſtles, We uſe to ſay, A haſty made Mar- 
riage is a ſudden Miſchief; which often proves true, to the 
fad Experience of thoſe concerned. For my own Part, 
I am afraid to meddle with ſuch as are given to ſuch ſud- 
gen and unprecedented Changes and Acts. I do not love 
ſuch a Moonlight Flitting of Synod ; one would thought 
this was not the Work of a Day, let be a Piece of Mid- 
night or Moonlight Work. Neither do I think it decent 
or orderly, eſpecially for Church Judicatories, to have 
ſuch long or unſeaſonable Sederunts, whereby they weary 
one another, in ſome Meaſure, out of their Time and 
Judgment. | | | 

It is alledged by ſome, That our preſent 7 * 
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Gtion. to the new- faſnioned Conſtitution. and A 
Synod, proceeds from Love to, or Defire after the World 
or the ſweet Fruits of Burgeſsſhip, as ſome call it. 

Anſw. Tho' ſome have the Aſſurance or Confidence 
to ſpeak and reproach us at this Rate, yet I would ask hem. 
or thoſe Burgeſſes who have ſworn the. ſaid Oath, ands 
now count it ſinfull; I fay, I would ask them, What. da 
they more than others, who count the ſaid Oath lawful 2 
Do they deny ſo much as a Threed or Shoe-latchet, more 
than others? Or do they part with. or reſtore, any of the 
ſaid ſweet Fruits which they have gained. by their ſaida 
Burgeſsſhip ? Or do they reſolve. not to merchandize or: 
trade as formerly ? If they did this, Men might think. 
they had ground to oy they were not ſo worldly as other 
Men, or other Burgeſſes. 8 

Likewiſe, it is evident from the Act of Synod anent; 
the ſaid Oath, that it would not take one Farthing out of 
our Pocket, to go all the Length the Synod there requires; 
How then can it be ſaid, That our teſtifying againſt the 
ſaid new Conſtitution and Acts, proceeds from Love to, 
or Deſire after the World? I wiſh} that thoſe, who ſpeak 
as above, would take more heed to their Words, and 
Mind, that they muſt give an Account of all their hard 
or unjuſt Speeches. | 

There are three Things that make this Act of Synod, 
anent the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, to take 
4 55 the ſerious or ſimple, who are ready to believe every 

ord. | 

Firſt, It has a Shew of Zeal and Strictneſs. 

Secondly, It has a Shew of being! denied to the World, 
or worldly Privileges, tho', as we ſaid, it does not call 
Burgeſſes, who are already concerned in the ſaid Oath, to 
forego one Farthing, either of the World, or worldly 
Privileges; whatever Coſt or Trouble new Burgeſſes may 
be at, by their declining to ſwear the ſaid Oath; and, in my 
View, 'tis unfair to lay this Burden on their Shoulders, 
while Burgeſſes, who count the ſaid Oath ſinful, touch not 
the ſaid Burden, that their young Brethren may be oppreſ- 
led with, with one of their Fingers. 

Thirdly, This Act is carried on by zealous Miniſters, 
whom we have Ground to believe would not deſire to do 
a wrong Thing, or forbid us to do a lawful Thing; yet 
Miniſters, and Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, may be very far 
miſtaken in the Exerciſe of their Zeal, as might _ 
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. FAA 2 may 18 en: "Luke ix. 49, 50, 54.5 
ij above, and other notout Inſtances which might be na FM 
For my own Part, cho“ jt may be made evident, that 
e Burgeſs-Oath is lawful, 13 L would not judge it ex- 
j.. pedient at preſent, tho 1 ha a Call, 1 to ſwear it; far leſs 
do T think it my Duty, at preſent," 46 break off Commu- 
nion with thoſe Miniſters, or People of the r 
who count the faid OGath lawfül. 
Upon the whole, let not a 'graceleſs or lukewarm l 
neration rejoice, or bleſs themſelves i in our. preſent Divi- 
I fions, accounting themſefves happy while careleſs, or at 
Eaſe in . A State is more dangerous than they are 
aware: Fork Judgment begin at the Houſe' of God, what 
T ball the End Ns of them that obey not the Goſpel? And if 
tdthbeſe Things be done in thy, green Tres, wha r ſhall be done 
e . CJ 
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